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In July, the Mayors and City Clerks from the Cities of Ball Ground, Canton, Holly Springs, 
Mountain Park, Nelson, Waleska and Woodstock executed an intergovernmental agreement 
among the cities and Cherokee County for the allocation of the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST V).  The allocation to the City of Holly Springs from the SPLOST is 
$10,358,888 over six years and includes funding for road improvements, public safety 
vehicles and equipment, emergency communications equipment, parks and recreation 
facilities and general government buildings.  

Each local government receives an allocation of SPLOST proceeds based on the respective population of each jurisdiction.  The 
allocation of SPLOST is as follows: Cherokee County -69.989%, Ball Ground - 1.290%, Canton - 10.450%, Holly Springs - 4.460%, 
Mountain Park – lump sum payment of $25,000, Nelson - .450%, Waleska – 1.100% and Woodstock – 12.250%. 

The City of Holly Springs utilizes SPLOST as a source of local match funds for federal and state grants as well as a sole source of 
revenues for locally-funded projects.  The City has used SPLOST to fund projects and match grants for a number of federal and 
state projects over the past five years including the P. Rickman Extension and Associated Turn Lanes Project at Holly Springs 
Parkway and Hickory Road, the Downtown Sanitary Sewer Project, the Livable Centers Initiative Streetscapes Project along 
Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road, as well as city-wide street resurfacing projects.  

On November 7th, there will be a special election in Cherokee County for the continuation of the one percent Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST V).  The SPLOST is an extremely important revenue source for Cherokee County and the Cities of 
Ball Ground, Canton, Holly Springs, Mountain Park, Nelson, Waleska and Woodstock. All of the local governments in Cherokee 
County utilize SPLOST dollars to construct various projects and acquire equipment. We all benefit from the sales in the retail 
establishments throughout our county.  The sales tax is paid by everyone who makes a purchase in our county.  As a result, the 
local jurisdictions are able to keep the property tax rates low in our respective communities. 

The City of Holly Springs has included several projects in its 2018-2023 capital improvement plan that will be funded by SPLOST 
V and grants.  These projects include the widening of Holly Springs Parkway from Toonigh Creek to Rabbit Hill Road along with 
intersection and roadway improvements on Rabbit Hill Road, the construction of the Industrial Connector Project, the 
extension of sidewalks along streets in downtown Holly Springs, repair and resurfacing of numerous roadways within the City, 
construction of a new park on Stringer Road and greenspace and park areas in downtown, as well as public safety vehicles and 
equipment. I urge each of you to vote in the upcoming referendum on November 7th and I encourage your support of the 
extension of the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax in Cherokee County.  

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE. 

City of Holly Springs
P.O. Box 990 
Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials
Mayor: Steve Miller 

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett 

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips 

Councilman: Jeremy Smith 

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker 

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs
3237 Holly Springs Parkway 

Holly Springs, GA 30115

City Hall: 770-345-5536
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Emergency: 911
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The City of Holly Springs’ Main Street program has again been designated as an accredited Main Street America™ 
program for meeting rigorous performance standards set by the National Main Street Center. Each year, the 
National Main Street Center and its Coordinating Program partners announce the list of accredited Main Street 
America programs in recognition of their exemplary commitment to preservation-based economic development 
and community revitalization through the Main Street Approach®.

“Main Streets are the heart of our communities, and the work they do to create quality public spaces, catalyze local 
entrepreneurship, and support downtown housing is more important than ever. Across the county, Main Street 
America programs truly strengthen the economic, social, and cultural fabric of their entire communities,” says 
Patrice Frey, President & CEO of the National Main Street Center.

The City’s Main Street program is evaluated annually by the Georgia Main Street program, using ten performance 
standards. Evaluation criteria determines the communities that are building comprehensive and sustainable 
revitalization efforts and include standards such as fostering strong public-private partnerships, securing an operating 
budget, tracking programmatic progress and actively preserving historic buildings.

“During 2016, the City continued to make improvements to infrastructure in anticipation of the redevelopment 
of the Town Center area,” said Main Street Director Erin Honea. “Sidewalk and streetscape improvements were 
completed to improve pedestrian connectivity, and preliminary engineering began on a downtown bypass project, 
which will give an alternative route to Interstate 575 near Exit 14. The City welcomed over 10,000 guests to its 
community events, and in the Main Street District alone, 12 new jobs were created. We are very optimistic about 
what the future holds for the City’s redevelopment project, and the City as a whole.”

You can read more information about the City’s Main Street program by visiting www.hollyspringsga.us/mainstreet. 

The City of Holly Springs was rated the #2 best suburb to 
buy a house in Metro Atlanta by Niche.com in June. You can 
view this article, along with other awards and recognitions 
received by the City by seeing the About Us tab on the 
City’s homepage, www.hollyspringsga.us. 

Nor-Ral Plastics, located in the Hickory Springs Industrial 
Park, was recognized by Lockheed Martin in June as one of 
their top suppliers for on-time delivery of components and 
compliance with specifications.  Congratulations Nor-Ral!!

The City of Holly Springs Finance Department received the 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award in June for our 
2017 budget from the Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United States and Canada. 

Did You Know?

Industrial Connector Project Update 
In August, the City of Holly Springs, AECOM and the Georgia 
Department of Transportation held a public information open house 
(PIOH) at the Depot to receive feedback from residents and business 
owners for the proposed Industrial Connector Project.  Three 
proposed routes were presented at the PIOH for written and verbal 
comment from the attendees.  The City Council voted on the route of 
the Industrial Connector on August 28th.  Upon completion, the new 
roadway will start at Hickory Road just west of Hickory Springs 
Industrial Drive and extend in a northwesterly direction across the 
railroad and end at the intersection of Mountain Brook Drive and 
Holly Springs Parkway.  

Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Update
The City was awarded funding in July from the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) for the completion of an 
LCI Update.  The LCI Update is currently underway and is being led by consultants from Tunnell, Spangler & 
Walsh (TSW) along with staff, elected officials and a committee of stakeholders comprised of residents and 
business owners in downtown Holly Springs.  The LCI Update will identify projects within Holly Springs, 
planning, architectural and landscaping features, signage, pedestrian connectivity, trails and other features to 
enhance our downtown core area.

Millage Rate Update 
On August 28th, the City Council approved the proposed 2017 millage rate at 4.850 mills.  The millage rate adopted 
by City Council represents a reduction in the millage rate from the prior year.  The Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners adopted the fire district millage rate on July 25th at 3.298 mills.  The fire district millage rate 
adopted by the County also represents a reduction from the prior year. 





 From the Office 
of the Police Chief

From My View
As a Chief of Police, many people believe that the view from my office is better than it is from a patrol car. They are right, 
but not for the reason you would expect. You see, when you’re digging a trench, it’s hard to see your progress until you get 
a larger view.

My view as the chief of our department affords me the opportunity to see many things that were hard to see previously. 
Opportunities abound to be disheartened and saddened by events around us, but my view gives me hope.  
My view shows men and women who willingly pin on a badge every day and do good work.  My view shows officers 
performing their tasks in Holly Springs with honor and integrity.  From my view, I witness warriors walking into harm’s 
way simply to ensure that justice is done, others are safe, and to satisfy a deep yearning to do that which is righteous. My 
view gives me the chance to  see officers pay for someone’s meal, purchase gifts for a child, help the less fortunate, work 
feverishly until they’re told to go home, and cry when others suffer terrible loss.  My view shows neighbors stopping by our 
department to drop off homemade cookies or coffee, wanting a picture of their children standing with an officer, or simply 
sitting in our parking lot for a few minutes to quietly pray for us. 

The evidence of overwhelming generosity, care, compassion, and hope is very clear from my view.
I am biased in my belief that law enforcement is one of the noblest professions people can give themselves to; there are 
many others, but this is ours.  My view shows a police department full of citizen officers who know that being a police officer 
is an endless, glamourless, thankless job-and they wake up each morning proud to put their badges on. I am privileged to 
stand with each of them.  THAT’S MY VIEW.
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April 
Approved a consent agenda which included March 6, 2017 Meeting Minutes; March 20, 2017 Meeting Minutes; Tri-Scapes extension of time to complete the Palm Street Sidewalk and 
Drainage Project to May 14, 2017; Proclamation to observe the month of May as National Historic Preservation Month in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Proclamation to declare May 4, 
2017 as a Day of Prayer in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Resolution to recognize April 23-29, 2017 as Georgia Cities Week in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Proposal from North 
Cherokee Electric for intersection improvements located at Hickory Road at Holly Springs Parkway in an amount not to exceed $28,625; Resolution to declare certain property as surplus and 
authorizing its disposal; Letter of Agreement between Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties and the City of Holly Springs to market property located at 101 Harmony Lake 
Drive, Holly Springs, Georgia; Resolution to renew the Cherokee County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update for 2016-2021; Terminate the probation supervision services between the City of 
Holly Springs and Georgia Probation Management pursuant to Section 1 of the agreement between the parties dated October 22, 2015 effective July 1, 2017; Resolution to bind the Property 
and Casualty Insurance Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance and the Risk Management Services with 
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services.

Approved the ordinance to amend the 2016 Budget for the Parks and Recreation Fund.  

Approved the negotiations for Master Development Services with HAAD/ARCAD for the COHS Town Center Project.  

Approved the proclamation to recognize May 7-13, 2017 as Municipal Clerks Week in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia. 

Approved the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Subgrant Agreement between the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia in an amount not to exceed 
$14,000.   

Awarded the 2017 LMIG & Asphalt Resurfacing Project 2017-01 to Northwest Georgia Paving, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $144,997.  

Approved the ordinance to amend Section 6-1. – Definitions, Article I – In General and Section 6-27. – Separate license required for package sales and sales for on-premises consumption., 
Article II. – Licenses of Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages of the Official Code of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia.

Approved the agreement between the Carl Vinson Institute of Government University of Georgia and the City of Holly Springs for the Georgia Downtown Renaissance Partnership Downtown 
Fellow Fellowship.  

May
Approved A-09-2016, annexation request for property located on Univeter Road, tax parcels 38, 143, 145, 147B, 161B, 167, 179 of tax plat 15N19, Cherokee County, GA.  

Approved MA-17-2016, rezoning request of 79+/- acres located on Univeter Road, tax parcels 143, 145, 147B, 167 179 of tax plat 15N19 from R-80, Single Family Residential (County) to 
PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff stipulations except #5 amended to read, density will be limited to a maximum of 129 units, 50% of the lots will be a minimum of 10,000 
square feet, with the remaining lots at a minimum of 7,500 square feet. All residential building lots will be of a fee simple nature. Site plan design shall be constructed in nature to the site plan 
titled “Conceptual Site Plan for Univeter Road” received on April 14, 2017 and shall be subject to the approval of the Community Development Director.  

Approved A-11-2016, annexation request for property located Univeter Road and McArthur Drive, tax parcel 183 of tax plat 15N19, Cherokee County, GA.  

Approved MA-18-2016, rezoning request for property located on Univeter Road and McArthur Drive, tax parcel 183 of tax plat 15N19 from R-80, Single Family Residential (County) to R-20, 
Single Family Residential with staff stipulations.  

Approved the Title VI Nondiscrimination Agreement between the Georgia Department of Transportation and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the ordinance to amend the budget for the Fiscal Year 2016 for the General Fund.  

Approved a consent agenda which included April 3, 2017 Meeting Minutes; April 24, 2017 Meeting Minutes; A-01-2017, annexation request for property located at 4460 Holly Springs 
Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 054A of tax plat 15N15; MA-01-2017, rezoning request for property located at 4460 Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 054A of tax 
plat 15N15 from GC, General Commercial (County) to GV, Governmental; MA-02-2017, rezoning request for property located at Gresham Mill Parkway and Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA, 
tax parcel 084B (partial) of tax plat 15N09 from GC/MXD, General Commercial, Mixed Use Overlay to GC, General Commercial; CUP-01-2017, request for a conditional use permit for a 
convenience store with fuel sales for property located at Gresham Mill Parkway and Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 084B (partial) of tax plat 15N09; CUP-02-2017, request for a 
conditional use permit for a communications tower located east of Marble Quarry Road and south of Holly Street, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 090 of tax plat 15N14B; Ordinance to amend 
Chapter 70 – Taxation; Article II. – Ad Valorem Taxation; Section 70-31. – Annually Set; Section 70-33. – Penalty and Interest for Delinquent Returns; Section 70-34. – Exemptions; Section 
70-35. – Collection of Delinquent Taxes; Article IV. – Historic Properties Tax Credit.; Resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate an intergovernmental agreement between the City of 
Holly Springs and the Cherokee County Tax Assessor’s Office (Assessor) for the Assessor to accept and process ad valorem tax exemption applications; Zetta Data Protection and Disaster 
Recovery agreement for a cloud based disaster recovery back-up system in an amount not to exceed $15,313.92 between Zetta, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs, and to authorize the City 
Manager or his designee to execute the Zetta Terms of Service. 

Approved the ordinance to amend Chapter 22 – Businesses; to create Article XVII. – Pet Shops.  

Approved the 2017-18 Annual Renewal Service Agreement between Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the 2018-2020 Cooperation Agreement to participate in the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the Limited Rating Information Agreement for Insurance-Support Organizations between Georgia Technology Authority and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved a resolution to make application with the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) for funds to continue implementation of the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) pedestrian improvements 
plan.  

June 
Appoved awarding the Hickory Road At-Grade Railroad Crossing Signal Replacement Project to MidSouth Railroad Service in an amount not to exceed $77,551.46.  

Approved a consent agenda which included May 1, 2017 Meeting Minutes; May 15, 2017 Meeting Minutes; Road abandonment agreement between Cherokee Auto Land, LLC and the 
City of Holly Springs; Intergovernmental Agreement for Ad Valorem Exemption Application Services between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs; MA-04-2017, rezoning request
for amendment of rezoning ordinance MA-15-15, for property located at 300 Gardens of Harmony Drive, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 014A, 018B, 018D, 019, 020 of tax plat 15N26, with 
staff stipulations; A-02-2017, annexation request for property located at the west side of Palm Street at the intersection of Palm Street and Palm Ridge Trace, Cherokee County, GA, tax 
parcel 084 of tax plat 15N15; MA-03-2017, rezoning request for property located at 4250, 4251, and 4404 Holly Springs Parkway and 106 Holly Lane, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 076, 
076A, 078, and 084 of tax plat 15N15 from GC, General Commercial, R-40, Single Family Residential Estate and R40 (County), Single Family Residential Estate to HDMFR, High Density 
Multi Family Residential, with staff stipulations; A-03-2017, annexation request for property located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26; 
MA-05-2017, rezoning request for property located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26 from OI (County), Office Institutional to GC (City), 
General Commercial, with staff stipulations; CUP-03-2017, request for a conditional use permit for expansion of current assisted living facility located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee 
County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26, with staff stipulations; Award the Thermoplastic Stopbar Painting Project to Blackjack Paving, Sealcoating, and Striping, LLC, in an amount 
not to exceed $7,535. 

Approved amending the City of Holly Springs Financial Management Policy to create Section F. Competitive Negotiation Qualifications-based Selection for Projects Using Federal Aid 
Highway Program (FAHP) Funding of Article Expenditures.  

Approved awarding the replacement of the stormwater infrastructure and repair of damaged property located at 802 Taylors Farm Crossing to Georgia Development Partners in an amount 
not to exceed $30,049.27.  

Approved the Intergovernmental Sales Tax Agreement for SPLOST V between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs with the terms of the agreement as contained in the latest draft, 
and to authorize the Mayor to sign the final agreement containing the same terms applicable to Holly Springs.  
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COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY

We often think that living in the modern era allows us 
the privilege of progress and that yesterday’s ideas could 
not possibly be as good as our current way of living.  That 
may well be true of computer technology, medicine, and 
spaceflight but here is an old-fashioned way of living that is 
making a strong comeback:  Love Thy Neighbor.  

Here’s why:
•Local Safety – keeping an eye out for each other means a
safer place to live.  The better we know our neighbors the 
safer our neighborhood becomes.

•Neighborly Help – Everyone needs a little help now and
then. Neighbors can give good advice, babysit, lend a hand 
with a difficult chore, and so much more.   

•Avoiding unpleasantness - even the best of friends have
the occasional scrap.  It’s easier to approach a friend about 
uncomfortable matters than a stranger next door.  Solve 
differences before feelings get hurt, before you quit speaking 
or waving to each other, and before calling the police to 
settle matters for you. Kind conflicts create grand 
opportunities to know each other better.

•Sense of community – we should never lose our feeling
of being a community.  Friendly neighbors make the 
neighborhood feel more like home. 

That’s right, know your neighbor and extend your sense of old school community living to them.  It’s not magic and usually 
starts with small steps of kindness.  Being a good neighbor still works and is healthy for both sides of the fence. 

Know
your  Neighbors
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“Signing the contract on the space in Barrett Store was a big moment for us. We 
anticipated growth, but were still nervous that we may not be able to fill such a large 
space with enough stylists. We called this project “Re-Bloom.” It was truly an act of 
faith and we are so glad we went for it.” –Chelsey Wilkes, co-owner.

Sisters, master cosmetologists, and co-owners Chelsey 
Wilkes and Jana Tillman opened Bloom Hair Design 
together in 2011 and made the move to Holly Springs in 
2015. “The beauty industry can be a grueling one,” says 
Chelsey. “We worked to create an atmosphere that is 
drama and stress-free for clients as well as out stylists. 
Although we stay very busy, the shop generally remains 
very calm and collected.” 

Bloom Hair Design offers a full line of services to both 
men and women including cuts, styling, color, and 
highlighting, as well as facial waxing. “What also sets us 
apart from other salons is that we strive to be as organic 
as possible. We use a holistic hair care line and very 
natural and clean hair color line. We are able to offer a 
keratin treatment that is holistic as well.”

Chelsey and Jana value the relationships they have made 
since making Holly Springs Bloom Hair Design’s new 
home. “Everyone, residents as well as the staff at the City, 
has been so welcoming. We’ve loved the small-town feel 
while still enjoying a growing client base.”

The sisters are also looking forward to upcoming 
redevelopment of the downtown area. (Like many of you, 
they are hoping for a great coffee shop!) For anyone 
thinking of taking a leap of faith and opening their own 
business as Holly Springs continues to grow, they have a 
little advice: “Just go for it! If you keep waiting on all 
things to be perfectly right, you will never do anything. If a 
dream is inside of you, it’s there for a reason. Going after 
that dream usually isn’t easy, but that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t right.” 

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Bloom Hair Design 
95 Palm Street, Suite B Holly Springs, GA 30115 

678-880-7302

You can find more details about the products they use, the services they offer, and their other 
stylists by visiting their website at www.bloomhairdesign.com.

Cagle Family Farm Park Project
By Councilmember Karen Barnett
In 2016, the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority (HSPRA) purchased the site of the former Cagle Family Farm on 
the east side of Stringer Road for the construction of a park.   I serve as the Chairperson of the HSPRA and I want your 
input regarding the amenities that we should offer in the new park.  We will be holding a public input meeting in the 
future, but we would like to get your feedback now as we begin the design and planning phase for the new park.  Simply 
complete this survey and return to City Hall. The survey is also available on the City’s web page at www.hollyspringsga.us/
parksurvey. 

Downtown Renaissance Fellowship Presentation 
Arianne Wolfe with the University of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government presented her downtown study to the city council on August 7th 
for wayfinding signage, landscaping, public art and façade improvements in 
downtown Holly Springs.  You can view Arianne’s full presentation by clicking 
the UGA Downtown Renaissance Fellowship Presentation from the City’s 
homepage, www.hollyspringsga.us. 
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Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for drinking, fishing, swimming, and other activities. As 
authorized by the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program 
controls water pollution by regulating point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of the United States. Point 
sources are discrete conveyances such as pipes or man-made ditches. Individual homes that are connected to a 
municipal system, use a septic system, or do not have a surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, 
industrial, municipal, and other facilities must obtain permits if their discharges go directly to surface waters. Since its 
introduction in 1972, the NPDES permit program is responsible for significant improvements to our nation’s water 
quality.

Polluted stormwater runoff is commonly transported through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s), from 
which it is often discharged untreated into local waterbodies. An MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is 
1) owned by a state, city, town, village, or other public entity that discharges to waters of the U.S.; 2) designed or used
to collect or convey stormwater (including storm drains, pipes, ditches, etc.); 3) not a combined sewer; and 4) not part 
of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (sewage treatment plant). To prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or 
dumped into an MS4, operators must obtain a NPDES permit and develop a stormwater management program 
designed to reduce the contamination of stormwater runoff and prohibit illicit discharges. The City of Holly Springs, in 
compliance with its NPDES permit, completed a number of tasks during 2012 relevant to the permit and with the 
Stormwater Utility program.  

Always seeking opportunities to further education and awareness of water quality, the City maintains an array of 
informational brochures targeting issues to reduce pollutants and improve the quality of water.  These brochures are 
made available at City Hall and at community events.  In addition, the City has partnered with the Upper Etowah River 
Alliance in educational programs at area elementary schools as well as at outdoor summer camps.  The City stormwater 
department also sponsors a booth at the City’s annual Autumn Fest where brochures and other informational sheets 
are made available for attendees to pick up.  Staff members are available for questions and kids’ activities relating to 
water quality and conservation take place as well.  

The City also promotes public participation with two annual cleanup events, Great American Cleanup and Rivers Alive.  
This year’s Rivers Alive event, a joint effort with Upper Etowah River Alliance, Cherokee County Water and Sewer, and 
the City of Woodstock, will take place on October 14, 2017. Last year’s event had a total of 103 volunteers, and 
removed 1400 pounds of litter from Little River.  This year’s Great American Clean-up had 12 participants and removed 
3500 pounds of trash. In 2016, the Great American Cleanup had 15 participants and removed 234 pounds of trash. 
Public participation in these events qualifies residents for a reduction in the City’s Stormwater Fee.  

Inspections for illicit discharges and general maintenance is an ongoing process.  Staff routinely checks for maintenance 
issues and respond to complaints for repairs and maintenance.  The issues identified ranged from the removal of leaves 
and other debris to repair of broken structures.  The City has added, upgraded and repaired several structures to help 
alleviate water volume issues and improve old infrastructure.  

The City actively inspects all current construction activity for compliance with the soil, erosion, and sedimentation laws.  
In addition, the staff receives training on an annual basis for not only inspecting construction sites, but also in 
maintaining its own properties to prevent any unnecessary discharges that would degrade water quality.  Staff 
conducts an annual assessment of its buildings and grounds and identifies areas for improvement.

For more information about the City Stormwater Department, please visit the city website at www.hollyspringsga.us.

Septic Systems
Proper septic system maintenance helps protect 
water quality. Improperly maintained septic 
systems can contaminate ground water and surface 
water with nutrients and pathogens. By following 
the recommendations below, you can help ensure 
that your system continues to function properly.

• Inspect your septic system annually.
• Pump out your septic system regularly. (Pumping out every three to five years is recommended for a
three-bedroom house with a 1,000-gallon tank; smaller tanks should be pumped more often.)
• Do not use septic system additives. There is no scientific evidence that biological and chemical additives
aid or accelerate decomposition in septic tanks. Some additives can in fact be detrimental to the septic 
system or contaminate ground water.
• Do not divert storm drains or basement pumps into septic systems.
• Avoid or reduce the use of your garbage disposal. (Garbage disposals contribute unnecessary solids to
your septic system and can also increase the frequency your tank needs to be pumped.)
• Don’t use toilets as trash cans! Excess solids can clog your drain field and necessitate more frequent
pumping.

Pet Care 
• When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste and dispose of it properly.
• Flushing pet waste is the best disposal method.
• Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients
to wash into the storm drain and eventually into local waterbodies.

Responsible Lawn Care Practices 
The first step to a healthy lawn is healthy soil. Without healthy soil, grass and other plants have a harder 
time growing and staying healthy. A soil test will tell you what the pH level is and whether your soil needs 
extra nutrients. Most grasses do best in a soil with a pH of 6.5. If you find that your soil needs help or a 
pH adjustment, you can add nutrients as needed.

• Keeping your leaves and lawn clippings out of the streets and gutters. Leaves and lawn clippings are a
major source of phosphorus. When they are swept or washed into the nearest street or storm sewer, they 
end up in your local lake or stream. Keeping your leaves and lawn clippings out of the streets and gutters 
will have significant benefits for your local lake or stream.
• Mow leaves and let their clippings decompose on the lawn.
• Use leaf clippings as mulch to cover plants for winter or as a compost to fertilize.
• Place plant beds under trees to hide fallen leaves. The decomposing leaves will help the plants grow.

Stormwater
PROGRAM UPDATE
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This year’s Rivers Alive event, a joint effort with Upper Etowah River Alliance, Cherokee County Water and Sewer, and 
the City of Woodstock, will take place on October 14, 2017. Last year’s event had a total of 103 volunteers, and 
removed 1400 pounds of litter from Little River.  This year’s Great American Clean-up had 12 participants and removed 
3500 pounds of trash. In 2016, the Great American Cleanup had 15 participants and removed 234 pounds of trash. 
Public participation in these events qualifies residents for a reduction in the City’s Stormwater Fee.  

Inspections for illicit discharges and general maintenance is an ongoing process.  Staff routinely checks for maintenance 
issues and respond to complaints for repairs and maintenance.  The issues identified ranged from the removal of leaves 
and other debris to repair of broken structures.  The City has added, upgraded and repaired several structures to help 
alleviate water volume issues and improve old infrastructure.  

The City actively inspects all current construction activity for compliance with the soil, erosion, and sedimentation laws.  
In addition, the staff receives training on an annual basis for not only inspecting construction sites, but also in 
maintaining its own properties to prevent any unnecessary discharges that would degrade water quality.  Staff 
conducts an annual assessment of its buildings and grounds and identifies areas for improvement.

For more information about the City Stormwater Department, please visit the city website at www.hollyspringsga.us.

Septic Systems
Proper septic system maintenance helps protect 
water quality. Improperly maintained septic 
systems can contaminate ground water and surface 
water with nutrients and pathogens. By following 
the recommendations below, you can help ensure 
that your system continues to function properly.

• Inspect your septic system annually.
• Pump out your septic system regularly. (Pumping out every three to five years is recommended for a
three-bedroom house with a 1,000-gallon tank; smaller tanks should be pumped more often.)
• Do not use septic system additives. There is no scientific evidence that biological and chemical additives
aid or accelerate decomposition in septic tanks. Some additives can in fact be detrimental to the septic 
system or contaminate ground water.
• Do not divert storm drains or basement pumps into septic systems.
• Avoid or reduce the use of your garbage disposal. (Garbage disposals contribute unnecessary solids to
your septic system and can also increase the frequency your tank needs to be pumped.)
• Don’t use toilets as trash cans! Excess solids can clog your drain field and necessitate more frequent
pumping.

Pet Care 
• When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste and dispose of it properly.
• Flushing pet waste is the best disposal method.
• Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients
to wash into the storm drain and eventually into local waterbodies.

Responsible Lawn Care Practices 
The first step to a healthy lawn is healthy soil. Without healthy soil, grass and other plants have a harder 
time growing and staying healthy. A soil test will tell you what the pH level is and whether your soil needs 
extra nutrients. Most grasses do best in a soil with a pH of 6.5. If you find that your soil needs help or a 
pH adjustment, you can add nutrients as needed.

• Keeping your leaves and lawn clippings out of the streets and gutters. Leaves and lawn clippings are a
major source of phosphorus. When they are swept or washed into the nearest street or storm sewer, they 
end up in your local lake or stream. Keeping your leaves and lawn clippings out of the streets and gutters 
will have significant benefits for your local lake or stream.
• Mow leaves and let their clippings decompose on the lawn.
• Use leaf clippings as mulch to cover plants for winter or as a compost to fertilize.
• Place plant beds under trees to hide fallen leaves. The decomposing leaves will help the plants grow.

Stormwater
PROGRAM UPDATE
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“Signing the contract on the space in Barrett Store was a big moment for us. We 
anticipated growth, but were still nervous that we may not be able to fill such a large 
space with enough stylists. We called this project “Re-Bloom.” It was truly an act of 
faith and we are so glad we went for it.” –Chelsey Wilkes, co-owner.

Sisters, master cosmetologists, and co-owners Chelsey 
Wilkes and Jana Tillman opened Bloom Hair Design 
together in 2011 and made the move to Holly Springs in 
2015. “The beauty industry can be a grueling one,” says 
Chelsey. “We worked to create an atmosphere that is 
drama and stress-free for clients as well as out stylists. 
Although we stay very busy, the shop generally remains 
very calm and collected.” 

Bloom Hair Design offers a full line of services to both 
men and women including cuts, styling, color, and 
highlighting, as well as facial waxing. “What also sets us 
apart from other salons is that we strive to be as organic 
as possible. We use a holistic hair care line and very 
natural and clean hair color line. We are able to offer a 
keratin treatment that is holistic as well.”

Chelsey and Jana value the relationships they have made 
since making Holly Springs Bloom Hair Design’s new 
home. “Everyone, residents as well as the staff at the City, 
has been so welcoming. We’ve loved the small-town feel 
while still enjoying a growing client base.”

The sisters are also looking forward to upcoming 
redevelopment of the downtown area. (Like many of you, 
they are hoping for a great coffee shop!) For anyone 
thinking of taking a leap of faith and opening their own 
business as Holly Springs continues to grow, they have a 
little advice: “Just go for it! If you keep waiting on all 
things to be perfectly right, you will never do anything. If a 
dream is inside of you, it’s there for a reason. Going after 
that dream usually isn’t easy, but that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t right.” 

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Bloom Hair Design 
95 Palm Street, Suite B Holly Springs, GA 30115 

678-880-7302

You can find more details about the products they use, the services they offer, and their other 
stylists by visiting their website at www.bloomhairdesign.com.

Cagle Family Farm Park Project
By Councilmember Karen Barnett
In 2016, the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority (HSPRA) purchased the site of the former Cagle Family Farm on 
the east side of Stringer Road for the construction of a park.   I serve as the Chairperson of the HSPRA and I want your 
input regarding the amenities that we should offer in the new park.  We will be holding a public input meeting in the 
future, but we would like to get your feedback now as we begin the design and planning phase for the new park.  Simply 
complete this survey and return to City Hall. The survey is also available on the City’s web page at www.hollyspringsga.us/
parksurvey. 

Downtown Renaissance Fellowship Presentation 
Arianne Wolfe with the University of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government presented her downtown study to the city council on August 7th 
for wayfinding signage, landscaping, public art and façade improvements in 
downtown Holly Springs.  You can view Arianne’s full presentation by clicking 
the UGA Downtown Renaissance Fellowship Presentation from the City’s 
homepage, www.hollyspringsga.us. 



 From the Office 
of the Police Chief

From My View
As a Chief of Police, many people believe that the view from my office is better than it is from a patrol car. They are right, 
but not for the reason you would expect. You see, when you’re digging a trench, it’s hard to see your progress until you get 
a larger view.

My view as the chief of our department affords me the opportunity to see many things that were hard to see previously. 
Opportunities abound to be disheartened and saddened by events around us, but my view gives me hope.  
My view shows men and women who willingly pin on a badge every day and do good work.  My view shows officers 
performing their tasks in Holly Springs with honor and integrity.  From my view, I witness warriors walking into harm’s 
way simply to ensure that justice is done, others are safe, and to satisfy a deep yearning to do that which is righteous. My 
view gives me the chance to  see officers pay for someone’s meal, purchase gifts for a child, help the less fortunate, work 
feverishly until they’re told to go home, and cry when others suffer terrible loss.  My view shows neighbors stopping by our 
department to drop off homemade cookies or coffee, wanting a picture of their children standing with an officer, or simply 
sitting in our parking lot for a few minutes to quietly pray for us. 

The evidence of overwhelming generosity, care, compassion, and hope is very clear from my view.
I am biased in my belief that law enforcement is one of the noblest professions people can give themselves to; there are 
many others, but this is ours.  My view shows a police department full of citizen officers who know that being a police officer 
is an endless, glamourless, thankless job-and they wake up each morning proud to put their badges on. I am privileged to 
stand with each of them.  THAT’S MY VIEW.
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April 
Approved a consent agenda which included March 6, 2017 Meeting Minutes; March 20, 2017 Meeting Minutes; Tri-Scapes extension of time to complete the Palm Street Sidewalk and 
Drainage Project to May 14, 2017; Proclamation to observe the month of May as National Historic Preservation Month in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Proclamation to declare May 4, 
2017 as a Day of Prayer in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Resolution to recognize April 23-29, 2017 as Georgia Cities Week in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia; Proposal from North 
Cherokee Electric for intersection improvements located at Hickory Road at Holly Springs Parkway in an amount not to exceed $28,625; Resolution to declare certain property as surplus and 
authorizing its disposal; Letter of Agreement between Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties and the City of Holly Springs to market property located at 101 Harmony Lake 
Drive, Holly Springs, Georgia; Resolution to renew the Cherokee County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update for 2016-2021; Terminate the probation supervision services between the City of 
Holly Springs and Georgia Probation Management pursuant to Section 1 of the agreement between the parties dated October 22, 2015 effective July 1, 2017; Resolution to bind the Property 
and Casualty Insurance Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and Cyber Liability Coverage with BCS Insurance and the Risk Management Services with 
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services.

Approved the ordinance to amend the 2016 Budget for the Parks and Recreation Fund.  

Approved the negotiations for Master Development Services with HAAD/ARCAD for the COHS Town Center Project.  

Approved the proclamation to recognize May 7-13, 2017 as Municipal Clerks Week in the City of Holly Springs, Georgia. 

Approved the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Subgrant Agreement between the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia in an amount not to exceed 
$14,000.   

Awarded the 2017 LMIG & Asphalt Resurfacing Project 2017-01 to Northwest Georgia Paving, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $144,997.  

Approved the ordinance to amend Section 6-1. – Definitions, Article I – In General and Section 6-27. – Separate license required for package sales and sales for on-premises consumption., 
Article II. – Licenses of Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages of the Official Code of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia.

Approved the agreement between the Carl Vinson Institute of Government University of Georgia and the City of Holly Springs for the Georgia Downtown Renaissance Partnership Downtown 
Fellow Fellowship.  

May
Approved A-09-2016, annexation request for property located on Univeter Road, tax parcels 38, 143, 145, 147B, 161B, 167, 179 of tax plat 15N19, Cherokee County, GA.  

Approved MA-17-2016, rezoning request of 79+/- acres located on Univeter Road, tax parcels 143, 145, 147B, 167 179 of tax plat 15N19 from R-80, Single Family Residential (County) to 
PDR, Planned Development Residential with staff stipulations except #5 amended to read, density will be limited to a maximum of 129 units, 50% of the lots will be a minimum of 10,000 
square feet, with the remaining lots at a minimum of 7,500 square feet. All residential building lots will be of a fee simple nature. Site plan design shall be constructed in nature to the site plan 
titled “Conceptual Site Plan for Univeter Road” received on April 14, 2017 and shall be subject to the approval of the Community Development Director.  

Approved A-11-2016, annexation request for property located Univeter Road and McArthur Drive, tax parcel 183 of tax plat 15N19, Cherokee County, GA.  

Approved MA-18-2016, rezoning request for property located on Univeter Road and McArthur Drive, tax parcel 183 of tax plat 15N19 from R-80, Single Family Residential (County) to R-20, 
Single Family Residential with staff stipulations.  

Approved the Title VI Nondiscrimination Agreement between the Georgia Department of Transportation and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the ordinance to amend the budget for the Fiscal Year 2016 for the General Fund.  

Approved a consent agenda which included April 3, 2017 Meeting Minutes; April 24, 2017 Meeting Minutes; A-01-2017, annexation request for property located at 4460 Holly Springs 
Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 054A of tax plat 15N15; MA-01-2017, rezoning request for property located at 4460 Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 054A of tax 
plat 15N15 from GC, General Commercial (County) to GV, Governmental; MA-02-2017, rezoning request for property located at Gresham Mill Parkway and Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA, 
tax parcel 084B (partial) of tax plat 15N09 from GC/MXD, General Commercial, Mixed Use Overlay to GC, General Commercial; CUP-01-2017, request for a conditional use permit for a 
convenience store with fuel sales for property located at Gresham Mill Parkway and Sixes Road, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 084B (partial) of tax plat 15N09; CUP-02-2017, request for a 
conditional use permit for a communications tower located east of Marble Quarry Road and south of Holly Street, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 090 of tax plat 15N14B; Ordinance to amend 
Chapter 70 – Taxation; Article II. – Ad Valorem Taxation; Section 70-31. – Annually Set; Section 70-33. – Penalty and Interest for Delinquent Returns; Section 70-34. – Exemptions; Section 
70-35. – Collection of Delinquent Taxes; Article IV. – Historic Properties Tax Credit.; Resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate an intergovernmental agreement between the City of 
Holly Springs and the Cherokee County Tax Assessor’s Office (Assessor) for the Assessor to accept and process ad valorem tax exemption applications; Zetta Data Protection and Disaster 
Recovery agreement for a cloud based disaster recovery back-up system in an amount not to exceed $15,313.92 between Zetta, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs, and to authorize the City 
Manager or his designee to execute the Zetta Terms of Service. 

Approved the ordinance to amend Chapter 22 – Businesses; to create Article XVII. – Pet Shops.  

Approved the 2017-18 Annual Renewal Service Agreement between Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the 2018-2020 Cooperation Agreement to participate in the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved the Limited Rating Information Agreement for Insurance-Support Organizations between Georgia Technology Authority and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved a resolution to make application with the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) for funds to continue implementation of the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) pedestrian improvements 
plan.  

June 
Appoved awarding the Hickory Road At-Grade Railroad Crossing Signal Replacement Project to MidSouth Railroad Service in an amount not to exceed $77,551.46.  

Approved a consent agenda which included May 1, 2017 Meeting Minutes; May 15, 2017 Meeting Minutes; Road abandonment agreement between Cherokee Auto Land, LLC and the 
City of Holly Springs; Intergovernmental Agreement for Ad Valorem Exemption Application Services between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs; MA-04-2017, rezoning request
for amendment of rezoning ordinance MA-15-15, for property located at 300 Gardens of Harmony Drive, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 014A, 018B, 018D, 019, 020 of tax plat 15N26, with 
staff stipulations; A-02-2017, annexation request for property located at the west side of Palm Street at the intersection of Palm Street and Palm Ridge Trace, Cherokee County, GA, tax 
parcel 084 of tax plat 15N15; MA-03-2017, rezoning request for property located at 4250, 4251, and 4404 Holly Springs Parkway and 106 Holly Lane, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 076, 
076A, 078, and 084 of tax plat 15N15 from GC, General Commercial, R-40, Single Family Residential Estate and R40 (County), Single Family Residential Estate to HDMFR, High Density 
Multi Family Residential, with staff stipulations; A-03-2017, annexation request for property located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26; 
MA-05-2017, rezoning request for property located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26 from OI (County), Office Institutional to GC (City), 
General Commercial, with staff stipulations; CUP-03-2017, request for a conditional use permit for expansion of current assisted living facility located at 3335 East Cherokee Drive, Cherokee 
County, GA, tax parcel 155A of tax plat 15N26, with staff stipulations; Award the Thermoplastic Stopbar Painting Project to Blackjack Paving, Sealcoating, and Striping, LLC, in an amount 
not to exceed $7,535. 

Approved amending the City of Holly Springs Financial Management Policy to create Section F. Competitive Negotiation Qualifications-based Selection for Projects Using Federal Aid 
Highway Program (FAHP) Funding of Article Expenditures.  

Approved awarding the replacement of the stormwater infrastructure and repair of damaged property located at 802 Taylors Farm Crossing to Georgia Development Partners in an amount 
not to exceed $30,049.27.  

Approved the Intergovernmental Sales Tax Agreement for SPLOST V between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs with the terms of the agreement as contained in the latest draft, 
and to authorize the Mayor to sign the final agreement containing the same terms applicable to Holly Springs.  
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COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY

We often think that living in the modern era allows us 
the privilege of progress and that yesterday’s ideas could 
not possibly be as good as our current way of living.  That 
may well be true of computer technology, medicine, and 
spaceflight but here is an old-fashioned way of living that is 
making a strong comeback:  Love Thy Neighbor.  

Here’s why:
•Local Safety – keeping an eye out for each other means a
safer place to live.  The better we know our neighbors the 
safer our neighborhood becomes.

•Neighborly Help – Everyone needs a little help now and
then. Neighbors can give good advice, babysit, lend a hand 
with a difficult chore, and so much more.   

•Avoiding unpleasantness - even the best of friends have
the occasional scrap.  It’s easier to approach a friend about 
uncomfortable matters than a stranger next door.  Solve 
differences before feelings get hurt, before you quit speaking 
or waving to each other, and before calling the police to 
settle matters for you. Kind conflicts create grand 
opportunities to know each other better.

•Sense of community – we should never lose our feeling
of being a community.  Friendly neighbors make the 
neighborhood feel more like home. 

That’s right, know your neighbor and extend your sense of old school community living to them.  It’s not magic and usually 
starts with small steps of kindness.  Being a good neighbor still works and is healthy for both sides of the fence. 

Know
your  Neighbors
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The City of Holly Springs’ Main Street program has again been designated as an accredited Main Street America™ 
program for meeting rigorous performance standards set by the National Main Street Center. Each year, the 
National Main Street Center and its Coordinating Program partners announce the list of accredited Main Street 
America programs in recognition of their exemplary commitment to preservation-based economic development 
and community revitalization through the Main Street Approach®.

“Main Streets are the heart of our communities, and the work they do to create quality public spaces, catalyze local 
entrepreneurship, and support downtown housing is more important than ever. Across the county, Main Street 
America programs truly strengthen the economic, social, and cultural fabric of their entire communities,” says 
Patrice Frey, President & CEO of the National Main Street Center.

The City’s Main Street program is evaluated annually by the Georgia Main Street program, using ten performance 
standards. Evaluation criteria determines the communities that are building comprehensive and sustainable 
revitalization efforts and include standards such as fostering strong public-private partnerships, securing an operating 
budget, tracking programmatic progress and actively preserving historic buildings.

“During 2016, the City continued to make improvements to infrastructure in anticipation of the redevelopment 
of the Town Center area,” said Main Street Director Erin Honea. “Sidewalk and streetscape improvements were 
completed to improve pedestrian connectivity, and preliminary engineering began on a downtown bypass project, 
which will give an alternative route to Interstate 575 near Exit 14. The City welcomed over 10,000 guests to its 
community events, and in the Main Street District alone, 12 new jobs were created. We are very optimistic about 
what the future holds for the City’s redevelopment project, and the City as a whole.”

You can read more information about the City’s Main Street program by visiting www.hollyspringsga.us/mainstreet. 

The City of Holly Springs was rated the #2 best suburb to 
buy a house in Metro Atlanta by Niche.com in June. You can 
view this article, along with other awards and recognitions 
received by the City by seeing the About Us tab on the 
City’s homepage, www.hollyspringsga.us. 

Nor-Ral Plastics, located in the Hickory Springs Industrial 
Park, was recognized by Lockheed Martin in June as one of 
their top suppliers for on-time delivery of components and 
compliance with specifications.  Congratulations Nor-Ral!!

The City of Holly Springs Finance Department received the 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award in June for our 
2017 budget from the Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United States and Canada. 

Did You Know?

Industrial Connector Project Update 
In August, the City of Holly Springs, AECOM and the Georgia 
Department of Transportation held a public information open house 
(PIOH) at the Depot to receive feedback from residents and business 
owners for the proposed Industrial Connector Project.  Three 
proposed routes were presented at the PIOH for written and verbal 
comment from the attendees.  The City Council voted on the route of 
the Industrial Connector on August 28th.  Upon completion, the new 
roadway will start at Hickory Road just west of Hickory Springs 
Industrial Drive and extend in a northwesterly direction across the 
railroad and end at the intersection of Mountain Brook Drive and 
Holly Springs Parkway.  

Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Update
The City was awarded funding in July from the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) for the completion of an 
LCI Update.  The LCI Update is currently underway and is being led by consultants from Tunnell, Spangler & 
Walsh (TSW) along with staff, elected officials and a committee of stakeholders comprised of residents and 
business owners in downtown Holly Springs.  The LCI Update will identify projects within Holly Springs, 
planning, architectural and landscaping features, signage, pedestrian connectivity, trails and other features to 
enhance our downtown core area.

Millage Rate Update 
On August 28th, the City Council approved the proposed 2017 millage rate at 4.850 mills.  The millage rate adopted 
by City Council represents a reduction in the millage rate from the prior year.  The Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners adopted the fire district millage rate on July 25th at 3.298 mills.  The fire district millage rate 
adopted by the County also represents a reduction from the prior year. 
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In July, the Mayors and City Clerks from the Cities of Ball Ground, Canton, Holly Springs, 
Mountain Park, Nelson, Waleska and Woodstock executed an intergovernmental agreement 
among the cities and Cherokee County for the allocation of the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST V).  The allocation to the City of Holly Springs from the SPLOST is 
$10,358,888 over six years and includes funding for road improvements, public safety 
vehicles and equipment, emergency communications equipment, parks and recreation 
facilities and general government buildings.  

Each local government receives an allocation of SPLOST proceeds based on the respective population of each jurisdiction.  The 
allocation of SPLOST is as follows: Cherokee County -69.989%, Ball Ground - 1.290%, Canton - 10.450%, Holly Springs - 4.460%, 
Mountain Park – lump sum payment of $25,000, Nelson - .450%, Waleska – 1.100% and Woodstock – 12.250%. 

The City of Holly Springs utilizes SPLOST as a source of local match funds for federal and state grants as well as a sole source of 
revenues for locally-funded projects.  The City has used SPLOST to fund projects and match grants for a number of federal and 
state projects over the past five years including the P. Rickman Extension and Associated Turn Lanes Project at Holly Springs 
Parkway and Hickory Road, the Downtown Sanitary Sewer Project, the Livable Centers Initiative Streetscapes Project along 
Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road, as well as city-wide street resurfacing projects.  

On November 7th, there will be a special election in Cherokee County for the continuation of the one percent Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST V).  The SPLOST is an extremely important revenue source for Cherokee County and the Cities of 
Ball Ground, Canton, Holly Springs, Mountain Park, Nelson, Waleska and Woodstock. All of the local governments in Cherokee 
County utilize SPLOST dollars to construct various projects and acquire equipment. We all benefit from the sales in the retail 
establishments throughout our county.  The sales tax is paid by everyone who makes a purchase in our county.  As a result, the 
local jurisdictions are able to keep the property tax rates low in our respective communities. 

The City of Holly Springs has included several projects in its 2018-2023 capital improvement plan that will be funded by SPLOST 
V and grants.  These projects include the widening of Holly Springs Parkway from Toonigh Creek to Rabbit Hill Road along with 
intersection and roadway improvements on Rabbit Hill Road, the construction of the Industrial Connector Project, the 
extension of sidewalks along streets in downtown Holly Springs, repair and resurfacing of numerous roadways within the City, 
construction of a new park on Stringer Road and greenspace and park areas in downtown, as well as public safety vehicles and 
equipment. I urge each of you to vote in the upcoming referendum on November 7th and I encourage your support of the 
extension of the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax in Cherokee County.  

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE. 

City of Holly Springs
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